
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grounds and Environmental Services Committee 

 
Date:    3rd December 2018  
 
Title:  Leighton-Linslade in Bloom Funding 
 
Purpose of the Report: To continue to support the development 

of this important community initiative for 
the next three financial years. 

 
Contact Officer: Ian Haynes – Head of Grounds and 

Environmental Services  
 

 

Corporate Objective/s  
 

Leighton-Linslade Town 
Council - Three Year Plan – 
objective 33 ‘Support the in 
Bloom committee in the 
creation and implementation of 
a three year improvement 
programme’ 
 

Implications:   

Financial √ That a maximum value of 
£5,000 per annum which is to 
be met from Budget Code 
4413/220 “Leighton-Linslade in 
Bloom”. 

Human Resources   

Operational/Service 
delivery 

√  

Procedural/Legal  Enter into a Service Level 
Agreement (attached) 

Risk/Health and Safety √  

 
1. RECOMMENDATION/S 

 
Should members be minded, the proposals are to: 

 
1.1 To note the report. 
 
1.2 To consider formalising the partnership relationship between the Town 

Council and The Friends of Leighton-Linslade in Bloom by directly 



 
  

   
 

funding a Service Level Agreement (attached) to the maximum value of 
£5,000 per annum which is to be met from Budget Code 4413/220 
“Leighton-Linslade in Bloom”. 

 
1.3 To consider transferring monies held by the Town Council to The Friends 

of Leighton-Linslade in Bloom once they have become a fully constituted 
group as para break down in para 7.3 

 
1.4 To consider transferring the remaining money back to the Town Councils 

General Reserves as para break down in para 7.3 
 
1.5 To Endorse and Approve that up to a maximin of £5,000 be spent from 

9043/950 in improvements to the Community Gardens and the Leighton-
Linslade in Bloom initiative 

 
2.  BACKGROUND 
 

2.1 Leighton-Linslade in Bloom has been going for ten years and has had another 
blooming marvellous result at the annual Anglia in Bloom awards. 

 
2.2 Leighton-Linslade in Bloom is an umbrella organisation which is made up of 

many different groups and organisation that all support the initiative and shares 
in their successes. 

 
3.0  CORE PILLARS OF ANGLIA IN BLOOM 
 
3.1 It is important to remember that the entire tour route is subject to judging; that 

means what the judges observe on the way from one feature stop to another, 
as well as what they see at all the stops and as they further explore sites on 
foot during the tour, are ALL subject to judging.  Furthermore, the campaign 
should have considered the entire community not just the high street and that, 
at the very least, there is plans to address “problem” areas (i.e. vacant 
premises/plots, eyesores etc.). 

 
3.2 There are three core pillars of Anglia in Bloom; 
 

o Horticultural Achievement 
o Environmental Responsibility 
o Community Participation 

 
3.3 These will have to be embedded within campaign activities and must benefit 

the community not just for today but for the longer term. 
 
4.0 AWARDS CRITERIA 
 
4.1 Working in partnership has resulted in the Town achieving Gold award this is 

the highest mark possible and demonstrates an exceptionally high standard 
throughout. A consistent approach which demonstrates both best practice and 



 
  

   
 

sustainable effort. Meets all of the judging criteria and objectives of Anglia in 
Bloom and scores very highly in each section of judging. 

 
 
5.0 PREVIOUS CAMPAIGNS 
 
5.1  Continuing on from previous years successes, our key has been ‘Community 

involvement’ where everyone pulls together, gets involved and then delivers. 
Communities are also recognising the importance of sustainable displays 
coupled with good horticultural standards to deliver outstanding floral displays. 
These are all achieved through the support from sponsors and community 
groups engaged across the town, who are all dedicated to enhancing their 
community. 

 
6.0 FUTURE AND ON-GOING PROJECTS 
 
6.1 The Leighton-Linslade in Bloom initiative has brightened up the town and made 

it a more attractive place to live, work and visit. The excellent success has been 
achieved by the Leighton-Linslade in Bloom working with the Town Council and 
with its volunteers. 

 
6.2 The main volunteers associated with the Leighton-Linslade in Bloom are 

indistinguishable from the umbrella organisation. The Friends of Leighton-
Linslade in Bloom works hard behind the scene. 

 
6.3 It is believed that improving our high profile planting schemes and floral displays 

will help underpin the economic vibrancy of the town and the town centre in 
particular. This year improving standards have continued with excellent awards 
being achieved by outstanding community work, many resourceful projects and 
superb colourful displays. All future projects will have to embed the core pillars 
of Anglia in Bloom and must benefit the community not just for today but for the 
longer term. 

 
6.4 It is considered that The Friends of Leighton-Linslade in Bloom now have the 

experience and confidence to become constituted group in their own right, that 
will not only demonstrate continuous improvement but will allow the group 
greater flexibility to deliver on it joints aims and objectives. 

 
6.5 It is believed that a modest £5,000.00 will allow the group to deliver the following 

annual projects; 
 

o 2 x Community Gardens  
o 2 x Annual Schools and young person’s competitions  
o Production of an annual Calendar  
o Delivery of the annual Leighton-Linslade Open Gardens 
o 2 x Plant Stalls  
o 1 x Area per year that is improved on the judging route 

 
7. REALLOCATION OF MONIES  



 
  

   
 

 
7.1 Since Leighton-Linslade in Bloom was created in 2010 all underspend of 

revenue monies and overbudget income and income has been transferred in 
an Earmarked Reserve held by the Town Council 9043/950 currently has 
£10,452. 

 
7.2  The break down of this money is as follows; 
 

 
 
7.3 It is Officers recommendation that any remaining monies left over from the first 

column (£5,013.00) be transferred back into the Town Councils General 
Reserve as this is unspent public money and that any remaining monies left 
over from the middle column (£5,439.00) be transferred to the newly constituted 
group, The Friends of Leighton-Linslade in Bloom on proof that they have 
actually formed a constituted group. Subject to Recommendation 1.5, both 
parties have agreed to split any purchases 50:50 between both sums of monies. 

 
8.0 CONCLUSION 
 
8.1 Many of the Town Council’s areas benefit from the work of the volunteers 

through projects such as the community gardens in Pages Park and Linslade 
Recreation Ground. 

 
8.2 The partnership working between both organisations will continue and it is 

believed that our tenth campaign will be our most successful to date. 


